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HE late Duke of Norfolk's 
Divorce, for diſſolving his 
Marriage, coming into Par- 
lament while I had a Vote there, 
gave me occaſion then to bear my 
Teſtimony againſt it; humbly con- 
eeiving that Latitude not conſonant 
co the Law Divine, as expounded by 
Chriſt inet 

And ever ſince that, I have, (now 
and then) had thoughts of publiſh- 
ing my Reaſons for that Opinion. 
In which (as I underſtand) I am 
not a Diſſenter from the preſent Ca-  — 
nons of the Church 

But ſince the Legiſlature have in 
ſeveral Inſtances, over-ruled thoſe 
Canons, as not conſonant to the Law 
Dit OO 
And that ſo many, both good and 
learned, Men (as well in - Fab as 
3 M4 "" UE; 


(4). 
latter times) have differ d in thei 
Opinions about it : 

And that this Difference in Op. 
nions ſeems to ariſe from the diff: 
rent Conſtructions of that ſingle Say: 
. ing of Chriſt, twice recorded by on 
| tan gs in one place tranſlate 

into fix Engliſh Words (Saving for 
| Cauſe of Fornication) and in the othe 
into five only (Except it be for Forn 
can). Es 

I hope I may (without offene 
leave my Teſtimony in it behind mi 
by propounding the Queſtion, an 
arguing, and concluding upon it: 
cording to my own Conſcience, ani 
the beſt of my Underſtanding. 
Leaving it to every one elſe (th; 
pleaſeth) to do the like for the 
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(5) 
| THE ; 50 
QUESTION 


18 


Whether the Lan Ecclefuaſtick, or the | 
Canon Laws, not allowing Adultery to 
be a Lawful Cauſe for Going the 
Bond of Matrimony, and ſetting the 
Conjugal Pair at large again, to marry 
any others; be al nant to the Law 
Divine, « expounded 1 os. him 
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EO YHRIST aka 
than once) to give) dagen 

8 in chis Point. 

Mat. 5. The firſt was voluntary 

(NG being MA at his * 
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('6 ) 
the Commiſſion of his Meſſiab.ſhip, 
in his Sermon upon the Mount. 
When (having made his Proteſ- 
tation, That he came not to deſtroy the 
Law nor the Prophets, but to fulfil them 
both) he deliver'd out his own Ad- 
vances and Refines upon the Law of 
Moſes, in verification of that Pre- 
dition of 1 Who may abide the Day 
of his coming? &c. for be is like a Re- 
finer s Fire, Mal. 3. 

And being himſelf "4 under the 
Law, he did for himſelf firſt fulfil the 
Whole Law, ſo advanced and refined 
by . 

And e that, he falſe d ws 
1 as a Ranſom for Man, who hath 

roken 5 

But Man findin g Meer abe 
to ſtand the Teſt 5 the Law thus 
refined, as being incapable ſo to per- 
form it, he is (or ſhould be) from 
— thence 8 to repent and believe the 
a as the Aſylum from ae Ven- 
France: of the LA.. e 


” „ The 


(7). TT 
The firſt Commandment: of the 


Law then quoted by Chriſt, was the 
ſixth, Thou ſhalt not kill. 


Which he- then advanced, and left 
refined to ſuch a height, that every 
Man upon reading it muſt ſtand con- 
victed (by his own Conſcience) of ' 
the Breach of it. TN > 

From thence he proceeded to the 
ſeventh, Thou ſhalt not commit Adul- 
tery. "ON 

"Ab this alſo he hath left ad- 
vanced, and refined to 'a height 
equal with the former, (Whoſoever 


looketh upon a Woman, &c.) you know 
the reſt; and your Conſcience will 


tell you, whether, according to that 
firſt Stone. f be 

And as a Branch or Appendix of 
this ſeventh Commandment, he pro- 


Refine, you are qualify d to caſt the 


ceeded:to the Caſe of Divorce! © 


In which he took this Method. 


Firſt he ſtared the Caſe as it then 
Rood by the Law of Moſes, upon 
N FA 


"7 
(8) | 
_ the Bill of Divorce preſeribed by 
that Law. 

It hath been ſaid, Wheſeever ſhall put | 
away his Wife, let him give her a Ball of 
Divorcement. © 

Then he added his own Refines 

upon that. 
But 1 ſay unto you, that leben 
ſhall put away his Wife (ſaving for the 
Cauſe of Fornication) cauſeth_her to com- 
mit Adultery ; and whoſoever ſhall marry 
ber that is divorced, committeth Adultery. 

Some time after which, he had 
another Occaſion to give "his Judg- 
ment again, in anſwer to a Queſtion I. 
put to him by the Phariſees, either as 
they had nor before heard his former 
Sermon, or elſe that they had a mind 
to try whether he was ſtill of the | 

fame Opinion. 
Mat. 19. The Phariſees alſo came 
unto him, tempting him, and ſaying unto 
him, Is it lawful for «a Man to Pram oi 
his ic Wie le ONO i {5105 | 


. 


1 
In ale to which (as his Man- 
ner often was) he firſt asked them 
another Queſtion. 
And be anfwered and ſaid unto the 
Have ye not read, that he which made hem | 
at the beginning, made them Male and 


Female © 

Then be Hes d them the Force 
and Effect of that Creation, by re- 
peating the Words of the. atrimo- 
mal Vow, pronounced by Alam when 
God firſt Preſetited the Woman to 


* 
Thirefore ſpall a OY kale his Fa- 0 

+ Thd his Mather, and ſhall oy unto 
bs Wife, and they ſhat be one! 
To which he added a tener 
Concluſion, Wherefore they die no more 
Wain, but one Fleſh. Re, * 
And then he delivers our, che ge as - 
(itive Cotimandment, 28 an 
unction to 
Pres 4 d oi 1 0 ts 

hat therefore God bath join d tage- 
* tt nor 150 By ] fil” oe: 8 
8 Upon C 


Man againſt his hk 8 


(10) ; 


Upon all which, the Phariſees pro. 


pounded their ſecond Queſtion. . 
Why did Moſes then command to give 
a Writing of Divorcement, and put her 
) 
To which he gives them a direct 
Anſwer at firſt: „ 
Moſes, becauſe of the Hardneſs of you 
Hearts, ſuffer d you to put away you 
Wives ; but from the beginning it wa 
not ſo: (as he had ſufficiently ſhew d 
them in his Anſwer to their firſ 


Queſtion.) 


This Bill of Divorce ſeems to 


have been. preſcribed by God in fe- 


vour of the Women, who in caſe df 


Adultery were to be floned. 

And God knowing. the Hardneſ; 
of Man's Heart, and foreſeeing that 
Men, diſliking their Wives, might 


upon ſlight Occaſions or Pretences put 


them away; and thereby lead them 
into Temptations of Adultery, and 
ſo ſubject them to that dreadful Exe- 
cution, of being ſtoned to death j 
,,, gfe, ca 


( 11 ) 
God preſcribed this Bill of Divorce 
to be given by the Husband to the 
Wife, as a Plea in her Hand to ſave 
her from that Execution in caſe ſhe. 
ſhould marry again, for which this 
Bill was her Licence. 

By which however God did not 
dictate to, or command any Man to 


put away his Wite : (God hates putting 
away.) 


"Bar that if ihe Man would of hin - 


ſelf put her away, he ſhould not do 
| ir without giving her ſuch Bill of 


Divorce for her Protection. 

And thus ſtood the Caſe by the 
Law of Moſes. 
Alfter the ſtating OW” > and the 
Reaſon of it, Chtiſt proceeded to 
declare the Right and Truth of the 
Matter, by reducing the ſame again 
to the original Inſtitution ; which he 
further explains in che ſubſequent 
words. 
k And T ſay unto you, whoſcever ſhall 
i pu ant his Wie (PP it be for For- 


nication) 
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nication) and ſhall marry another, con- 


a Judging by outward Zee, rathe 
than a righteous Judgme 


| interpoſed i in the firſt Clauſe of the 
the Divorce from the firſt Marriage: 


but that Exception not being duplica. 
ted or repeated in the laſt Clauſe n. 


Words, ſtand condemn dfor Adultery: 
Alulter). 


by two other Evangeliſs, Mark and 


( 12 ) 


mitteth Adultery ; and whoſo marrieth her 
which i is put away, committeth Adultery. 
From which Exception the Um- 
brage ! is taken, That Adultery in 
©'the Woman is a Lawful Cauſe not 
only for a Divorce from the firl 
Marriage, but alſo a Licence for 
a ſecond. 
Which Comltrudtion ſeems to be 


* 


gw * 


This Exception is a Parenthel 


Sentence only, to. juſtify or excul 


— — n 
. 


ain to the ſecond 1 Marriage, tha 
| ſecond Marriage doth, by the laſt 


"nd ſhall. marry. another, nme 


And in the Report of this matte 


Luk 


(30 


Lule, this Exception is wholly omit- 
ted; as well in the firſt Clauſe for 


putting away, as in the laſt Clauſe 
or the ſecond Marriage. 


10 Mark 11. And he ſaith unto how; 
whoſoever ſhall. put away his Wife, and 


marrieth another, committeth Adultery N 
16 Luke 18. Whoſoever putteth away 


his Wife, and marrieth another, commit- 


teth Adultery. 
Now what ſhall Man da? 2 1 
are two Texts recorded by Matthew 


with the Exception, and two Texts 
by Mark and Luke without it. 


And yet each Evangeliſt aſſiſted by 


the Sp irit of God, in expreſſing the 
Nan reparded, b y them, 


For tho in e Records * the 


Scripture the ſame Facts are not re- 


corded by every Penman of it in the 


ſame words with one another, yer 


that don t argue Error in 0 Spirit of 


Goch I 
But the Expreſſions are fo A wy 


ſify d, to make chem explanatory of 
ane another. SY Tb And 


N 
And this is after the manner of 
Men: when a Man finds himſelf not 
thorowly underſtood by his firſt Ex- 
preſſion, he changeth his Words, to 
expreſs it another way; that by com- 

paring both Expreſſions together, his 
Meaning may be underſtood, which 
neither Expreſſion would do by it ſelf. 
Io bring this to the Point in hand: 
Here is the ſame thing ſpoken by 
Chriſt, recorded by ſeveral Evan- 
geliſts in divers Expreſſions, and yet 
all-are righr an ee 
For tis not eſſential to the true Re- 
cord of any Fact, to ſet down the 
ſame Words that were ſpoken by the 
Perſon to whom the Hiſtory n 
the Reporter having a Latitude, ei- 
ther to relate the Oy themſelves, 
or any Abſtract or Collection of 
them, that ſpeaks their Senſe. 
Now Matthew in both his Records 
| hath fer down the Words of Chriſt 
more at large; in both which this 
Exception is recorded, — 


Bur 


— 


„ 


) 
But in the Abſtract or Collection 
of the Words taken by Mark and 
Luke, this Exception is omitted. 
He that putteth away his Wife, and 


marrieth another, committeth Adultery. 


So ſaith Mark, and ſo ſaith Luke. 
And the Exception in Matthew 


dont either help or contradict this 


Concluſion, the rs nag goin 
only to the Divorce from the - 
Marriage, without purging the Adul- 


tery in the ſecond. 


Neither of the font: Reveals ſpeak 


| the putting away from the firſt Mar- 
riage only to be Adultery, and ſo 


they dont interfere. 35 
But all the four Records venchlle 5 


0 ſecond Marriage to end in Adul- 
tery z and ſo they all agree. 


And the Exception (of Ade, : 


in both Records of Matthew, doth 


only diſtinguiſh who is the Cauſe or Or 


Occaſion of the Adultery by the Wie. 


cond Marriage, whether the Man or 
the Worms. 


And 


((16'). 
a the firſt Record in . is 
explanatory in this: _ 
 Whoſoever ſhall put away bis Wit | 
(ſaving for the Cauſe of Farnictin) 
cauſeth her to commit Adulter r. 
If the Man divotceth his Wife 
without any Cauſe of Adultery in 
the firſt Marriage, | then he is the 
Cauſe of her committing Adultery I | 
by her ſecond Marriage ben he 
gave her the firſt > op and Wo 
unto him by whom the Offence cometh. © 
But if the Man divorceth her tor 
a_xcal Cauſe of Adultery in the fitſt i. 
Marriage, then ſhe is the Cauſe f 
her own Adultery by t. the ſecond Mar- 
riage, ſhe having given the n the firſt Of. 
Fence to her firſt Hasband. 8" © 
Baut in both Caſes ſhe is an n Adul- 
5 i the ſecond Matriage, with 
this . dinction (as before) 
That in the firſt Caſe her fil 
| Husbandis the, Cauſe ;- 12250) 
And in the laſt ſhe her fe TY 


Cas 9 

Nor doth this Exception in Na- 
then amount to a Command to any 
Man to put away his Wife, . Even. for 

the Cauſe of Fornication. 

No more than the Precept for the 

Bill of Divorce by the Law of Mo- 
| ſes, was then a Command to 497 

Man to put away his Wife at all. 

But as by that Law the Man was 
licenſed to put away his Wife, upon 
giving her a Bill of Divorce: ſo bs 
Exception left by Chriſt is now a Li- | 
cence for Man to put away his Wie 
in caſe of her Adultery. 2 

But with a Salvo to the 3 5 
Inſtitution of God, in chat Union of : 
twain into one Fleſh. 
Againſt the Diſſolution 1 ; 
the. Injunction remains in force, (rr 5 
withſtanding this Exception: 
What therefore God hath 7 42 wot 
Man' put aſunder. les 1 
Not but that a Man may put 8 De. 
by hi en Niels, and in n foie caſes | 


e 
F thy Right-Hand offend thee, cut i 
off, and caſt it from the. 
But what then? It dont there- 
fore follow, that that Hand can be 
join d to another Bod. 
If thy Wife offend thee by Adul. 
tery, thou mayſt (if thou pleaſeſt) 
put her away, and caſt her from 
thee as a dead Branch to bear no 
more Fruit, nor be join d to any o- 
ther part of Human Nature, where- 
by to infect it, by adding one Adul- 
tery to another: Ne pars ſincera tra- 
hatur. ee 
And for Man to extend this Excep- 
tion further than the Author of i 
hath left it, in the firſt Clauſe, and 
to carry it over by a Subintelligitur into 
the laſt Clauſe, would turn it into 
an Abſurdity which that Author is 
not capable of falling into. . 


Por it is admitted, that a Yertuons 


Woman put away from her Husband, 
without any Cauſe of Adultery in 
her fuſt Marriage, would become an 

3 * 9 


(19) | 
Adultereſs by a ſecond Marriage, and 
that her Iflue by that ſecond Marriage 
ould be illegitimate,  _ 

And yet by extending * Ex- 
eption beyond its due Situation, and 
aking it a Licence for a ſecond 
Marriage, an Adulterous Woman put 
away from her Husband for the Cauſe 
of Adultery in the firſt Marriage, 
ould not be an Adultereſs by a ſe- 
cond Marriage, but that her Iſſue by 
ſuch ſecond Marriage would be legi- 
imate. : 
Which would be to convert Vice 
„Into Virtue, by making Adultery in 
t the firſt Marriage a Purgation from 
| Adultery in the jecond, and giving a 
0 Privilege to an Adultereſs, which is 
0 
8 


deny d to a chaſte Woman. 


For which a ch dare not . ED, 
my ſelf) but conclude the Kuen | 


| Win nk Affirmative « —_ 
nf © That che Laws Eccleſiaſtick, „„ | 
n 


© the Canon Laws, not. allowing BY 
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